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Interpretation of Lobatbazan from Gadamer's perspective on the
play

Naghmeh Hosein Qazvini
Ph.D. in Art Research, Alzahra University- Guide of National Museum of Iran.
gnaghmeh@gmail.com

Abstract

Futotnamehs are texts that were written by people of professions and artisans in the
form of treatises or books, considering the principles of Sufism, to educate their
disciples. Therefore, the purpose of writing Futotnamehs was to bring Sufism to
the common people. Among them, Futotnameh Soltani can be considered one of
the best and most comprehensive Futotnamehs due to its comprehensiveness and
fluency.Dar Sharhe Lobatbazan, is a part of Futotnameh Soltani written by Vaez

Kashfi Sabzevari, a prolific and famous writer of the ath century AH. This text is a

mystical interpretation of the game (a puppet show performed in two forms:
Keymeh Bazi and Bazi-ye Kiyal). Now, the present research assumes that this
valuable mystical text is interpreted comprehensively and methodically, with
Gadamer's views on play (which is most appropriate among other thinkers
regarding play for the interpretation of this text). Among all those who have
addressed the topic of play, Gadamer's views are more appropriate due to the
elimination of subjectivity or the conscious subject. Because Gadamer uses the

concept of play not only for art, but also for nature, human life, history, and
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destiny, and through this, he reaches an issue beyond determinism and free will
and the elimination of subjectivity or the conscious subject. Therefore, Gadamer's
views on play are the best option for rereading the text in the description of the Dar
Sharhe Lobatbazan; and can lead to a comprehensive, methodical, systematic and
different reading of this valuable text. Even further, this research, in addition to
adapting and reading an ancient text with a consistent and proportionate approach,
can pave the way for newer hypotheses and theories on the philosophy of

performing in Iran. To achieve this goal, first of all, a review of performing and its

mystical perceptions was given, then, in accordance with the text in the
commentary on the players, topics from Gadamer's ideas on play such as
movement and the elimination of subjectivity, the serious and the non-serious, as
well as representation and its relationship with history, destiny, and truth were
selected in Gadamer's ideas, in accordance with the topics of the unity of actions,
the serious and the non-serious, and the world and truth in the commentary on the
players. In each part, each of these topics was explained and then interpreted in
accordance with that part of the text in the commentary on the players; and the
result led to a methodical interpretation of one of the most complete mystical
interpretations of representation (in the commentary on the players of the preacher)
by one of the twentieth-century thinkers (Gadamer), which shows the striking
similarity of their views on topics such as the elimination of subjectivity with the
unity of actions and the nature of truth for these two thinkers; In such a way that
the results of this research can lead to the creation of new hypotheses and theories

in the field of Iranian philosophy of theater.

Keywords: Dar Sharhe Lobatbazan, Soltani's Fotovvatname, Vaez Kashfi

Sabzevari, Gadamer, game.
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